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course of instruction, he has supplied a convenient collection well 
adapted to a course covering the brief time usually assigned to inter- 
national law in the curriculum of an American university. In this 
respect, Scott's collection, useful as it is, has proved too bulky. Mr. 
Evans' notes, which manifest good judgment and discrimination in 
weighing decided cases, contain ample citations of authorities and 
references to the literature, particularly periodical articles. Some 
topics have apparently had to be omitted, among others, recognition, 
asylum, exterritorial acts, nationality and expatriation. No reference 
appears to have made been to the important changes recently intro- 
duced into the law of contraband and blockade; and naturally some of 
the able opinions rendered within the last year or two by British prize 
courts, which will probably replace as illustrative cases numerous 
earlier decisions, have had to be omitted. Nevertheless, the commend- 
able arrangement and selection of cases, together with the many notes 
will assure to Mr. Evans' book a hearty welcome. 

Edwin M. Borchard. 
Yale University School of Law. 

Roman Law in the Modern World. By Charles Phineas 
Sherman, D.C.L. Three volumes. (Boston: Boston Book 
Company. 1917. Pp. xxvii, 413; xxxii, 4C6; vii, 315.) 

The Anglicists have no difficulty in making a case against any ex- 
tensive "reception" of Roman law in English law, by simply dwelling 
upon the effect of the great break in the historical continuity of Roman 
law in England from 449 to 1066, by not stressing too heavily the 
influence of Roman ecclesiastical law during that period, and by putting 
greater emphasis upon the antagonism of the English courts to the 
adoption of Roman law during the succeeding centuries. The Roman- 
ists on the other hand can succeed equally well in proving their point 
by dwelling upon the many likenesses between Roman law and English 
law and the many undoubted borrowings of the latter from the former. 
If, furthermore, they quote all of the somewhat uncritical statements of 
many writers on their side as to the debt of English law to Roman law, 
it looks as if there were no other side to the controversy. 

Dr. Sherman is undoubtedly a Romanist, and one misses in his 
work a well balanced and judicial presentation of the much disputed 
question in the historical relations of the two systems. Sometimes the 
overstatements of his views approach positive error; e.g., "To Roman 
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law is due the development of artificial persons, as formed in modern 
law" (536) ; again, "The common law of the Territory of Orleans was 
the Roman-French-Spanish-law" (263). The Louisiana supreme court 
said in Pecquet v. Pecquet's Exr. (17 La. An. 228) that "the laws of 
Spain are judicially noticed but the laws of France must be proved." 
These are, however, exceptions to the author's usual accuracy of state- 
ment and as he has marshaled nearly all the authorities on his side of 
the question his book is a valuable contribution to the literature of the 
subject. 

A valuable feature of the first volume is its full treatment of writers 
on Roman law, including those of the classical and mediaeval periods, 
but particularly of the famous names in Italian, French, and German 
legal historiography. Here we find short characterizations of the au- 
thors cited and explanations of their work. The second volume has 
the advantage for the American student of bringing the subject down to 
date by the addition of references to modern Roman codes and to 
cases decided in English jurisdiction in which Roman law principles are 
discussed. The third volume on bibliography is especially well done. 
Because of the completeness of the bibliographical features the entire 
work will be very valuable as a basis for class room work if presented by 
a teacher who is capable of toning down its excessive Romanism. 

Joseph H. Drake. 
University of Michigan. 

The Early Diplomatic Relations Between the United States and 
Japan, 1853-1865. By Payson Jackson Tkeat, Ph.D. 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 1917. Pp. 
ix, 459.) 

When in 1911 J. H. Gubbins, C.M.G., Professor of Japanese Litera- 
ture at Oxford and sometime Japanese secretary at H. B. M.'s Embassy 
in Tokyo, brought out his Progress of Japan, 1858-1871 it seemed that a 
definitive study of the period immediately preceding and following the 
Restoration had appeared. The author of this review, in an article in 
the Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan, Vol. XLII, pp. 784- 
802, made the following estimate of Gubbins' book, "It hardly seems 
possible that further research will throw much more light on the Res- 
toration period. . . ." 

There is nothing in Professor Treat's volume which makes necessary 
a revision of that judgment, for the private correspondence of the 



